The Introductory Paragraph

Ways to “Hook” the Reader in the Introduction.

An Amazing or Interesting Fact

During the Apollo 11 mission to the moon, the astronauts spotted a large object flying in the same direction.

A Description

Reports of flying saucers, flashing lights in the sky, strange burn marks on the ground, and men in shiny spacesuits have continued over the years.

A Quote

“The recent explosion in UFO reports has more to do with the increase in UFO study groups around the country than it does with an increase in alien visitors,” said Rutkowski of Ufology Research, Manitoba.

A Question

Is there life in outer space?

A Bold Opinion

We are not alone in the universe.

A Statistic

Almost 75% of all UFO reports turn out to be a weather balloon, meteors, or the reflection from clouds and ice.

Hooks and Thesis Statements

• Read the introductory paragraphs below. For each paragraph:

— underline the hook
- identify the type of hook the author used.
Types of hooks:

— an amazing or unusual fact

— a description

— a quote

— a question

— a bold opinion

— a statistic
1.
Did you ever wonder where we would be without chocolate fudge sundaes, chocolate milkshakes, and chewy chocolate bars? The discovery of the cocoa bean and the invention of chocolate as we know it today is a remarkable story.

Type of hook: __________________________________________

2.
Forty-five kilometres of white, soft sand and crystal clear blue ocean awaits you. Surfers Paradise, Queensland, Australia, is a holiday paradise. There you will find endless sand, sun, and surf, as well as exciting nightlife and amusement parks.

Type of hook: ___________________________________________

3.
“Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for  your country,” said John F. Kennedy. We each have a unique contribution we can make to our own communities. Joining a volunteer organization is an excellent way to contribute.

Type of hook: ___________________________________________

4.
Canada is the best country in the world in which to live. Each year, thousands of immigrants come to Canada to begin a new and better life.

Type of hook: __________________________________________

5.
The ozone layer protects the Earth from nearly 90% of the sun’s ultraviolet rays. In the 1970s, scientists discovered a hole in the ozone layer above Antarctica and since that time, the hole has got much worse. Exposure to ultraviolet rays has serious consequences for our

health, but there are ways that we can help solve this problem.

Type of hook: ___________________________________________

6.
The largest coral reef in the world is 2,000 kilometres long. It is the Great Barrier Reef off the coast of Queensland, Australia. Here you can snorkel and scuba dive to see the coral, fish, and other sea creatures.

Type of hook: ___________________________________________
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