English 8		Name: ______________________
“The Bet”
By Anton Chekov

Reflecting on Literature 

1.  Thought-provoking literature leaves an impression on generations of readers.  What feelings did you have about Checkhov's story "The Bet"? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  Read the statements below.  Choose three with which you strongly agree or disagree.  Write these statements at the top of boxes 1, 2, and 3 below.  Add a fourth statement of your own based on your reading of the "The Bet."  Make notes about why you agree or disagree with each statement.  Give specific reasons. 
· Imprisonment is more humane than capital punishment. 
· The banker is an evil, immoral man. 
· The lawyer went insane as a result of his imprisonment. 
· The banker and the lawyer share equally the responsibility for what happened to them both over the years. 
· The story itself proves the points made by the lawyer in his final letter while imprisoned. 
· The story presents a false, cynical view of human nature. 

	
1. ___________________________________
	
2. ___________________________________

	
3. ___________________________________
	
4.____________________________________


An Elegant Structure

3.  A good short story writer says a lot in a few pages.  Study Chekhov's "The Bet" to see just how skillful a short story writer must be.  Use the space below to make a detailed map of the story. 
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The Beginning
 (
Guests at a dinner party set in nineteenth-century Russia are arguing about what ultimate punishment is appropriate for individuals judged guilty by a civilized society.  The debate compares life imprisonment to execution.  Opinions are hotly expressed.  Two people, a successful banker and a young lawyer, strike a bet to resolve the argument.  The banker undertakes to pay the lawyer two million rubles if the latter can withstand a fifteen-year imprisonment.
)







The Action
 (
The lawyer...
) (
The banker...
)






The Ending

