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Earl Marriott Secondary School                                                                               Ms. Gill 

gill_amy@surreyschools.ca
http://msgillswebsite.weebly.com/
English 8 Course Outline
Course Overview:
Over the course of the semester we will explore the fun and exciting realm of literature.  During your exploration you will read and analyze the work of various writers, some of whom you may recognize and others who will provide you an opportunity to broaden your knowledge base.  In addition to becoming explorers in the world of literature, you will also have the opportunity to unleash your talents as writers through the creation of your own literary masterpieces.  Through your journey through literature you will be expected to come to class prepared and ready to learn; this means coming to class everyday with a positive attitude and a willingness to work cooperatively with your peers.  If you remember to bring these key components with you to class everyday, we will have a great semester. (
Course Objectives (students will be able to):

· Work cooperatively with peers in order to gain a better understanding of poetry, short stories, novels, and essay writing

· Read and analyze literature written by various writers

· Create written work in a variety of forms in order to engage a multitude of audiences

· Use oral communication to communicate understanding and thinking throughout the semester

· Explore and develop skills as writers through written responses to various texts and through the process of creative writing
A Glimpse of What Is to Come:

Poetry:
· Selected works from various poets
· The World of Music
Novel Study:
· The Outsiders
Writing:

· Essays and paragraphs
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Evaluation:

Throughout the poetry and short story units, students’ progress in the course will be evaluated through tests, quizzes, assignments, group activities, and participation.  The mark breakdown for these units is as follows:
· Writing


(25%)
· Oral Language


(15%)

· Reading and Viewing

(25%)

· Tests



(20%)

· Final Assessment

(15%)

The standard grading scale is as follows:
A
86% - 100%
C+
67% - 72%
C-
50% - 59%

B 
73% - 85%
C
60% - 66%

I/F 
0 – 49% [40 – 49% qualifies for summer school]
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Classroom Expectations

As a class we promise to honour and respect the expectations set out for us by our peers and our teacher.  These expectations are intended to make our class a safe and fun environment; they are as follows:
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In addition we will respect the following:
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I ____________________________ agree to abide by the terms and conditions set out before me.  I am aware that if I decide to disregard the expectations set before me I will be held accountable for my actions.
_____________________________

              _____________________________

Student Signature




  Parent Signature

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Parents please detach for your records.
Teacher: Ms. A. Gill

Phone: 604-531-8354 Ext. 2853
E-mail: gill_amy@surreyschools.ca
Website: http://msgillswebsite.weebly.com/
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Washroom Breaks


Use the breaks given to you at lunch and between classes to use the washroom and ensure that you have all the materials you will need for class.  If you do need to leave the classroom you must have your hall pass signed.








Food and Drinks


There will be no eating or drinking in class, however water is permitted.  Adjustments may be made to this later in the semester.








Lates and Absenteeism


If you are absent on the day of a test you must show a valid note on the next day without being asked to do so.  You must then set up an appointment to write the test on another day.  Also be aware that a phone call home may be made to verify your note.  If you have missed a class you can find all handouts on my website � HYPERLINK "http://msgillswebsite.weebly.com/" �http://msgillswebsite.weebly.com/� 








Homework


It is expected that you will arrive to class with your homework completed.  You will not be given any class time to complete unfinished work.  If you do not hand in an assignment on time you will lose marks from the organizational portion of your assignment criteria.  Further, if your printer is not working e-mail a copy of the assignment to yourself and to me so that you can access it at school.











